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SUBJECT:  Defense Property Accountability
References:
(a) Title 40, United States Code



(b) DoD 5000.nn-xxx, “Defense Property Accountability Manual,” dated ____



(c) DoD 4140.1-R, Materiel Management Regulation

(d) DoD 7000.14-R, “Financial Management Regulation”, dated March 16, 1993

(e) DoD 5025.1-M, "DoD Directives System Procedures," December



      1990, authorized by DoD Directive 5025.1, December 23, 1988
1.  PURPOSE
1.1.  This Directive establishes policy and assign responsibility for property accountability

within the Department of Defense (DoD).


1.2. Authorizes the publication of DoD 5000.mm-xxx, Defense Property Accountability Manual, DoD 5000.nn.xxx, in accordance with reference (b).
2.  APPLICABILITY
2.1.  This Directive applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Military

Departments, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Inspector General of the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, and the DoD Field Activities (hereafter referred to as the “DoD Components”).  

3. DEFINITION   

3.1.  Accountability is the obligation imposed by law, lawful order, or regulation, accepted by a person for keeping accurate records to ensure control of property, documents or funds, with or without physical possession.
4.  POLICY


4.1.  It is DoD policy that standardized policies, procedures, and practices govern the management of Government property of all types.  



4.1.1.  The DoD Components shall appoint, in writing, individuals to serve as Accountable Property Officers.  Appropriate internal controls shall be established to prevent conflicts of interest.  Proper chain of command protocol should be followed for the DoD Components with subordinate-level field activities.

5.  PRINCIPLES

5.1.  The following accountability principles apply:



5.2.1.  All persons entrusted with Government property are responsible for its proper care and stewardship.  The DoD Components shall ensure such individuals possess and continually demonstrate an appropriate level of competence and proficiency in property management, including a working knowledge of related fields such as law, safety, environmental protection, demilitarization, accounting, administration, and business management.  Moreover, such individuals should be held to the highest ethical standards.


5.2.2.  The DoD Components are responsible for all property they acquire, lease or otherwise obtain from initial acquisition and receipt, through accounting and custody, until formally relieved of accountability by authorized means, including disposition, or via a completed evaluation and investigation for lost, damaged, or destroyed property.



5.2.3.  The DoD Components shall maintain accountable records for property and materiel in accordance with DoD  XXXX (reference (b)), and DoD 4140.1-R (reference (c)), respectively.  

6.  RESPONSIBILITIES

6.1.  The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) (USD(AT&L)) shall administer and manage this Directive and issue appropriate guidance and/or DoD publications for its implementation.


6.2.  The Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) shall provide for the financial management of property and materiel in DoD 7000.14-R (reference (d)).


6.3.  The Heads of the DoD Components shall:



6.3.1.  Ensure this Directive and subsequent guidance issued by the USD(AT&L) is adhered to in day-to-day operations, and in the operation, maintenance, modification, and design of property accountability systems.



6.3.2.  Ensure that all accountable officials who have been assigned the responsibility for accountability have been sufficiently trained in property management and accountability requirements and principals.



6.3.3.  Ensure that the financial management and accounting for property and materiel is conducted in accordance with references (b) and (d).

7.  EFFECTIVE DATE

7.1.  This Directive is effective immediately.
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