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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: 	GSA System for Award Management (SAM) Briefing of September 9, 2011

[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose:  The DLA Logistics Management Standards Office hosted a meeting with DoDAAD Process Review Committee (PRC) representatives to hear from GSA about SAM.  A listing of participants here.

Background.  GSA manages nine systems that perform specific functions in supporting acquisition and award process for Federal agencies (e.g. FedReg, ORCA, etc.).  Each of these systems have their own logins, maintain duplicative data, and employed their own support teams.  GSA is nearing the first phase to begin replacing each stand alone system by consolidating functionality into SAM.

Discussion. 

1. Ms. Kathy Oliver of GSA (Integrated Acquisition Environment (IAE)) briefed the participants about the GSA project to consolidate the functionality of nine GSA systems acquisition and award process related systems with the System for Award Management (SAM).  GSA undertook development of SAM  to reduce redundancies, eliminate chances of conflicting data, simplify user access, and gain efficiencies for system support.  Ms. Oliver emphasized that SAM is not a portal to the existing systems.  The same regulatory requirements that established the legacy systems are defining the functionality of SAM.  Legacy system capabilities will be transitioned to SAM in phases.  The first phase includes SAM replacing Central Contractor Registration (CCR)/FedReg around May 2012.  GSA will move existing data Fed/Reg into SAM, and SAM will take over receiving the DODAAC data pulls from DLA.  Ms. Oliver indicated that CAC enabled login is planned for phase 2 (later in 2012) since the first phase mostly involves contractor facing capabilities.  Ms. Oliver noted that GSA was initially moving to a single Tier 1 Help Desk for most applications.
2. Mr. Bob Hammond spoke to the DODAAC as the basis for the Business Process Number (BPN), and expressed concerns about unrestricted download and commercial resale of the DoDAAD/BPN file, since the aggregation of DODAACs is treated as “For Official Use Only” data.  Mr. Hammond voiced concerns about aggregation of data related to the DODAACs in terms of public access to deployed units and locations.  While single DoDAAC queries are available to the public, other access is controlled. Ms. Oliver noted she will talk to Mr. Hammond off line. Ms. Oliver explained that SAM will follow the current system rules regarding maintaining visibility for “open data”, but otherwise data can be set as non-visible.  
3. Ms. Oliver is aware that high-level discussions have taken place regarding replacing Duns & Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) with activity address codes for civil agencies.  For now, though, SAM is proceeding with DUNS until instructed otherwise.  Mr. Hammond noted that GSA currently manages Federal Address Activity Codes for civil agency trading partners to the DoD. Mr. Hammond also noted that DoDAAD provides only core data to FedReg for DoD and that other FedReg data requirements are beyond the purview of DoDAAD.
4. When it comes to the organizational data, GSA believes the DoD data is in good shape.  Ms. Lisa Romney of Defense Acquisition and Procurement Policy (DPAP) indicated that the DoD hierarchy of department, major command and unit is sufficient for FedREG. Bob Hammond indicated that not all DoD entities use the major command data field.
5. Mr. Hammond noted that it is important to keep Logistics Management Standards office in the loop as these initiatives progress, and to let us know early of any proposals for new data elements in DoDAAD or logistics/financial transactions. Ms. Romney briefly referred to pending DPAP proposals to expand the role of DoDAAD, which will be addressed by DLMS change proposals. It was noted that maintenance of the current procurement authority code indicator has been problematic, and also that a good definition of procurement authority is needed.
6. As SAM takes over capabilities from a legacy system, the legacy interface will remain active for six months, with additional data normalization rules applied to incoming data.  As GSA gets closer to implementing phase 1, they anticipate working closely with DoD on verification of the interface for DODAACs.  Each build phase is being issued as a separate contract, so DLA Transaction Services will have to be put in touch with the contractor implementing phase 1, transitioning FedReg over to SAM.
7. The SAM project will not include any aspect of WAWF.  Ms. Romney speculated that once SAM is fully stood up and running there could be consideration for coordinating registration for WAWF through SAM, but nothing is a planned.
8. Mr. Hammond expressed sincere appreciation to Ms. Oliver, Ms. Romney and the other meeting participants, and indicated that Logistics Management Standards is very interested in participating in discussions as this initiative moves forward.
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